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modation should be allowed to endanger her chances.
This modest Emergency Shelter therefore has a very
special function and justifies its existence if only one
street girl in twelve months passes through its doors
to a more hopeful existence.

This is by no means the only Home where reclaimed
prostitutes may be taken in, but it is peculiar in that
it is maintained solely with the object of reclaiming
street girls or those in imminent danger of becoming
such.

The Homes where very large numbers are accom-
modated are chiefly Emergency Shelters or Long-stay
Homes. In Homes of the type of Maternity Homes,
or those others where girls who are very much in need
of special care and influence stay for a comparatively
short time, it is usually found that better results are
obtained if the numbers are kept fairly low; the ideal
number is very generally considered to be about six or
eight: in such Homes a really home-like atmosphere
can be created. The girls get to know the staff and
each other really well and are all in close personal
touch with the matron. The management of small
numbers does not call for unduly severe discipline,
and the staff are able to do a great deal to make the
life in the Home cheerful and attractive.

Where very large numbers are received, as in some
of the Long-stay Homes, the girls are sometimes
divided into " wards " of ten to fourteen individuals
and each " ward " is placed under the special care of
one of the staff. The discipline in these Homes is also
necessarily more severe, and more hard and fast rules
and regulations are essential for the maintenance of
order. The difference between large and small Homes,
in fact, resembles that difference in atmosphere
noticeable between a small private school and a large
public one.

Under the larger schemes, be the administration
never so human, the atmosphere created is inevitably